ADOPTED – OCTOBER 22, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE POTENTIAL RELOCATION OF THE CAPITAL AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY FROM DOWNTOWN LANSING

RESOLUTION #24 – 494

WHEREAS, the Capital Area District Library (CADL) at its current Downtown Lansing location has long served as a critical resource for Lansing residents, providing access to educational materials, programs, and services vital to the community; and

WHEREAS, the Downtown Lansing branch is strategically located in a central area of Lansing, providing convenient access for diverse populations, including students, seniors, and those without reliable transportation; and

WHEREAS, the potential relocation of CADL from Downtown Lansing could disproportionately affect residents who rely on its proximity and public accessibility, particularly those in underserved communities; and

WHEREAS, maintaining a public library in a visible and easily accessible location is essential to fostering education, literacy, and community engagement in Lansing; and

WHEREAS, moving the library to a different location may lead to a reduction in public access, diminished services, and negative economic impacts on the surrounding neighborhood.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners formally encourages the Capital Area District Library to maintain a Downtown Lansing location and urges CADL’s board and leadership to explore alternatives that prioritize public access, community welfare, and equity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners encourages continued dialogue with community members, stakeholders, and CADL leadership to find solutions that preserve the library’s vital role in our Downtown Lansing and our city as a whole.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution will be transmitted to the Capital Area District Library Board and administration.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Peña, Pawar, Ruest

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Trubac, Morgan     
Approved 10/14/24

